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I. Conference venue: information for speakers 
 
 
Heidelberg is located centrally in Germany, about 100 km south of Frankfurt. For de-
tailed information on how to reach the conference site once in Heidelberg, please have a 
look at the map in the other document. For your own convenience, take some time to get 
a city plan at the tourist office situated immediately outside and adjacent to the main exit 
of the railway station. 
 
The conference location is the IWH conference centre, at Hauptstraße 242. Most speakers 
will reside here. The others will reside at the “Holländer Hof” hotel, at Neckarstaden 66. 
This hotel is situated in close proximity and on walking distance from the IWH. 
 
The easiest way to arrive at your hotel is by taking a tram, bus, or taxi from the central 
railway station. Bus 32 will stop at the railway station and drive you directly to Univer-
sitätsplatz from where the IWH and “Holländer Hof” are in walking distance. 
 
Other possibilities are to take a tram or bus to Bismarckplatz, from where bus 31 and 32 
will bring you further to Universitätsplatz. For those who want to use their city plan and 
enjoy the cityscape, it is possible to walk from Bismarckplatz to the IWH and the 
“Holländer Hof” along the Hauptstraße. 
 
 
II. Travel to and within Heidelberg 
 
Heidelberg is easy to reach by plane and train. 
 
 
a. Arrival at Frankfurt Main Airport (about 100 km away) 
 
If your flight arrives at Frankfurt Main Airport, the most convenient way to travel to Hei-
delberg is by train. Simply follow the signs “Bahnhöfe/Train Stations” and then “Fern-
züge/Long Distance Trains” in the airport terminals. There you can buy train tickets to 
Heidelberg, either from one of the ticket machines or at the counters of the “DB 
Reisezentrum/Travel Center” (open from 06:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily). Select “Heidel-
berg Main Station” (abbreviated: “Heidelberg Hbf”) as your destination. The quickest 
and most convenient connection is the ICE train to Mannheim Main Station, where you 
will have to change to a local train. There should be detailed information about which 
platform and train to take on your ticket. A one way ticket costs € 20 to € 24, 50 depend-
ing on the type of train (ICE, IC or EC). The time of the journey is about 1 to 1.5 hours. 
 
The regional trains leave from the Regionalbahnhof and are cheaper but slower. You usu-
ally have to change at Frankfurt Main Station. One way tickets cost between € 16 and € 
20, depending on the type of train. You can also take a look at 
http://www.bahn.de/i/view/GBR/en/index.shtml where you can find timetables, book 
tickets in advance to print at home, etc. 
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Transfers: 
 
Lufthansa Airport Bus: Departures directly from Terminal 1 in front of arrivals hall B 
(exit B4). Pre-booking is recommended. It costs € 22 one way and € 40 for a return 
ticket; you get a discount if you are a Lufthansa passenger. You will arrive at the Heidel-
berg “Crowne Plaza” Hotel, Kurfürstenanlage 1–3. Please reserve your seat three days in 
advance. Tickets have to be paid in cash directly to the driver.  
For more information: www.lufthansa.com 
 
 
b. Arrival at Frankfurt Hahn Airport (about 150 km away) 
 
In case your flight arrives at Frankfurt Hahn Airport, the most convenient way to travel to 
Heidelberg is by bus. The Hahn Express shuttle bus terminates at Heidelberg Main Sta-
tion (Hauptbahnhof) in front of McDonald’s. Hahn Express offers a daily shuttle service 
between Frankfurt Hahn Airport and Heidelberg. The price is € 20 for a one-way ticket 
and € 36 for a return; tickets can be bought directly from the driver. The journey time is 
about two and a half hours. 
For more information: www.hahn-express.de or www.hahn-express.de 
 
 
c. Arrival at Stuttgart Airport (about 120 km away) 
 
The most convenient way to travel to Heidelberg is by the S-Bahn that leaves from Stutt-
gart’s main railway station. The S-Bahn is part of the ICE, EC and IC network and con-
nects to Heidelberg. The journey time is about 50 minutes.  
For more information: www.bahn.de 
 
 
 
d. Arrival at Baden-Airpark at Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden Airport (about 90 km away) 
 
If you fly to Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden Airport, the most convenient way to travel to Hei-
delberg is by bus. “Hahn-Express” offers direct fares to Heidelberg Main Station via Ba-
den-Baden Train Station and Karlsruhe Main Station. The bus tickets (20 €/ 36 € return to 
Heidelberg) can be purchased at the “Hahn-Express” counter in the airport terminal or 
directly from the driver. The journey time is about 1.5 to 2 hours. 
 
Depending on the time of your arrival, there might be only a bus terminating at Karlsruhe 
Main Station. From there, you have to take a train to Heidelberg Main Station. The train 
ticket to Heidelberg can be bought either at one of the ticket machines or at the counters 
of the “DB Reisezentrum” inside the station. Direct trains to Heidelberg are available and 
cost between € 10 and € 13. 
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The Baden Airpark Express shuttle bus terminates at the Heidelberg Main Station in front 
of McDonald’s. Information: www.badenairpark.de or www.hahn-express.de 
 
  
 
III. Once you are in Heidelberg 
 
You can obtain information about local public transport routes and fares online at 
www.vrn.de. Detailed advice on bus and train connections can also be obtained at the 
customer service centre of the Rhein-Neckar-Verkehr GmbH (RNV) at Bismarckplatz or 
the central railway station. You can purchase tickets for buses or trams from the ticket 
machines at the bus/tram stops which cost € 2, 10 (one way) to travel within the city. 
Most ticket machines accept both cash (banknotes as well as coins from 10 eurocents 
upwards) and Maestro cards. For the main stop for buses/trams, go straight through the 
main hall of the train station along the large scaffoldings and leave through the “Nor-
dausgang”/“exit north, city, old part of, castle, youth hostel”. 
 
There are several special tickets available, such as a ticket that is valid for 24 hours and is 
valid for up to 5 persons or the multi-journey card (“Mehrfahrtenschein”), which amounts 
to 5 tickets for € 9, 50. 
 
 
IV. What to do in and around Heidelberg 
 
Castle (Heidelberg Schloß) Uphill from the “Altstadt” (old town); open 8:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Walk there, or take the Bergbahn (funicular). A combined ticket for the 
Bergbahn plus admission to the Castle is € 5. Guided tours are an extra € 4. For more in-
formation on the castle: 
http://www.schloss-heidelberg.de/en/palace-heidelberg/Home/267923.html 
 
Altstadt and Hauptstraße The Hauptstraße, which is 1.6 km long, is the main shopping 
street of Heidelberg. It is the longest pedestrian area in Europe. In the street as well as the 
side roads, you will find very nice old buildings, restaurants and cafes where you can sit 
outside, as well as many interesting shops. 
 
Heiligenberg On the north side of the river Neckar opposite of the castle, the 330 m high 
Heiligenberg is located. Here is a nice hiking tour: starting from the “Altstadt”, walk 
across the Old Bridge, then the Schlangenweg (“Snake Walk”) uphill to the Philoso-
phenweg. Walk towards the west for about 2 km, then upwards to the top of Heiligen-
berg. On your way, make sure not to miss the Meriankanzel, where Matthäus Merian has 
drawn some famous maps of Heidelberg in 1620. On top of the Heiligenberg, there is a 
look-out and the ruins of an old monastery which was built in 1090.  
 
Neckarsteinach is a small village about 14 km east of Heidelberg. On the north side of 
the Neckar river, you can find the famous four castles of Neckarsteinach. You can go 
there either by S-Bahn (suburb train) from the main station or the station “Altstadt”, or by 



 4

boat. The pier is at the south shore of the Neckar river close to the Stadthalle.  
 
Dilsberg is a gorgeous small village on top of a mountain opposite to Neckarsteinach. 
From the tower of the castle ruins, you have a marvelous view over the Neckar valley; 
see http://www.burg-dilsberg.de for pictures and more information. Dilsberg can best be 
reached by rental car.  
 
Schwetzingen is a lovely old village 12 km to the south-west of Heidelberg. The main 
attraction is the castle and its beautiful large park. It is possible to go there by public 
transport (contact the registration desk for information), but it is more convenient to reach 
by rental car. For more information on Schwetzingen, see: 
http://www.schwetzingen.de/servlet/PB/menu/1137678_l2/index.html  
 
 
More information on Heidelberg:  
http://www.heidelberg-marketing.de/content/index_eng.html 
 
You can find a detailed map of the old town and all of its attractions at: 
ww2.heidelberg.de/Altstadt-Information/english/index.htm 
 


